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ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT, TASKS AND POWERS 

1142. Dr E. Constable to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

I refer to the Minister’s 22 February 2003 announcement of the new Environmental Enforcement Unit and ask: - 

(a) how will the tasks and powers of the Environmental Enforcement Unit differ from those of the 
Department of Environmental Protection officers already working in licence compliance, 
contaminated site regulation, pollution regulation and incident response; and 

(b) will the Environmental Enforcement Unit investigations include residential developers who 
flout environmental requirements set out in planning application approvals under the category 
of ‘industry’? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(a) The establishment of this unit is part of a strategy to extend and support the environmental 
regulation function and water resource management of the Department.  It will be established 
as a specialist support unit that will work in partnership with other work areas to ensure high 
standards are achieved in regulatory instruments, that compliance is encouraged and 
enforcement action is efficiently undertaken whenever appropriate.  Its focus will be on the 
need for enforcement action in response to environmental damage or breach of statutory 
approvals.  However, an important adjunct to this role is to review licences and approvals to 
ensure that they are enforceable and in so doing facilitate consistency, clarity and policy 
formulation. 

Providing this licence review will boost the current licensing functions by allowing existing 
staff to focus on their core roles.  The unit should not be seen as replacing existing licensing 
activities and licence holders should continue to deal with these officers in the day to day 
management of their licences. 

Clearly, the relationship between this unit and licensing officers is critical.  The unit must be 
seen as an extension of regulatory activities while being complementary to the licensing and 
inspection functions. 

(b) The unit will only undertake enforcement action in relation to matters within the Department’s 
jurisdiction, whether these involve residential developers or others.  The Unit will not deal 
with offences under other legislation. 

 


